2018 Erikson Institute Fall Conference
for Scientists, Researchers, Scholars, and Clinicians

DUALITY’S END: Computational Psychiatry
and the Cognitive Science of Representation
September 28-30, 2018 at Kripalu Center for Yoga & Health
Schedule Overview
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 28

7:30-9:30 p.m. | Opening Session and Optional Rest and Unwind Yoga
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29

8:30-9:00 a.m. | Welcome Remarks, Andrew Gerber, MD, PhD, and Jane Tillman, PhD
9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. | Computational Psychiatry: Mechanisms and the Brain

Computational psychiatry is a rapidly growing field of research within cognitive science. It aims to build formal models
of cognition and behavior that take into consideration all that we have learned about the functioning of the mind and
brain. These models offer promising opportunities to identify differences in individuals who experience, or are at risk for,
psychiatric illness. This session features lectures and a panel discussion with leading researchers and clinicians, which
explore the promises and challenges of using computational models for understanding and treating complex psychiatric
illness.

12:00-1:00 p.m. | Lunch
1:00-4:00 p.m. | Cognitive Science of Representation: Content and the Mind

Parallel to the advances in computational psychiatry, there has been a movement within cognitive science to
understand the way in which the mind is able to take in, represent, and use multimodal sensory descriptions of the
external world—in other words, a content-oriented model that views the primary function of the mind as synthesizing
and integrating a wide range of sensory input. Theorists and experimentalists have laid out a range of models, at
various levels of description, for how this system of representation works. This session explores progress in and
opportunities for comprehending complex psychiatric illness in the context of these developments.

4:30-6:30 p.m. | Reception and Poster Session
To be held at the Austen Riggs Center in Stockbridge, MA

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 30

8:30-11:30 a.m. | Duality’s End: Consilience and the Person

This session synthesizes the subjects explored during the previous day: the mechanistic understanding of
psychopathology offered by computational psychiatry and the representational, content-oriented framework for how
the mind functions. It opens an interdisciplinary discussion that incorporates clinical observations. Independently neither
approach is sufficient, because one views psychopathology as principally based in the brain, and the other in the mind.
By bringing these views together with clinical applications, we have the chance to move beyond the mind-brain duality
and make unprecedented progress in the understanding and treatment of complex psychiatric illness.

11:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. | Closing Remarks, Andrew Gerber, MD, PhD, and Jane Tillman, PhD
This conference is generously sponsored by Bill and Deborah Ryan.

